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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.



    

  





      
        

      

    

  




                  
	
          Programs & Initiatives
                                

  
  
    
      
        
          

            Our natural resource conservation programs help people reduce soil erosion, enhance water supplies, improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat, and reduce damage caused by floods and other natural disasters.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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            The technical resources and references NRCS provides uses science-based technology to aid conservation planning and benefit soil, water, air, plants, and animals for productive lands and healthy ecosystems.
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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            Welcome to the NRCS newsroom! Here you’ll find the latest information on USDA’s conservation agency, including news releases, feature stories, downloadable media files and more.
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Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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            NRCS has employees in counties across America that help local communities every day.
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                    Meet Kurt Readus – State Conservationist of Mississippi

                

                            
                                

            Since 2013, Kurt Readus has served as the State Conservationist for Mississippi.


Kurt was born and raised in North Alabama. He graduated from Alabama Agricultural & Mechanical University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science. Kurt has twenty-five years of service with Natural Resources Conservation, beginning as a student trainee in Arizona and Alabama in 1998.


After two years as a student trainee, Readus became a Soil Conservationist. In 2005, he was promoted to District Conservationist in the Avondale Field Office in Arizona. In 2007, he accepted the position of Area Conservationist for Central Mississippi. He guided twenty-one field offices and the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI) Tribal Field Office. He served as Assistant State Conservationist for Programs in Mississippi from January 2011 to September 2013. In September 2013, he became the State Conservationist for Mississippi.


During his career with NRCS, he has served on various details, which include National Headquarters in Washington, D.C., as the Acting Deputy Chief for Science and Technology, Director of Financial Assistance Programs Division, National Conservation Stewardship Team, and Acting Deputy State Conservationist for California.


He is a graduate of the Federal Executive Institute, Certificate of Mastery, Leadership for a Democratic Society August 2018, Leadership Mississippi Class of 2016, Mississippi Economic Council, M.B. Swayze Foundation, and the National Leadership Development Program, National Employee Development Center, Class of 2010.


He is married to Dr. Fonda Readus and has five beautiful children to keep his heart and mind on the country's future.
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                    About NRCS

                

                            
                                

            For more than 80 years, we have helped people make investments in their operations and local communities to keep working lands working, boost rural economies, increase the competitiveness of American agriculture, and improve the quality of our air, water, soil, and habitat. 
	Our Mission: We deliver conservation solutions so agricultural producers can protect natural resources and feed a growing world.
	Our Vision: A world of clean and abundant water, healthy soils, resilient landscapes, and thriving agricultural communities through voluntary conservation. 



  
  

            Supporting America's Working Lands
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Who We Are
	Mississippi USDA-NRCS helps protect producers and conserve our valuable natural resources, which services all 82 counties across the state while drawing on the history of helping people help the land. 
	Mississippi USDA-NRCS also closely partnered with farmers and ranchers, local and state governments, and other federal agencies to maintain healthy and productive working landscapes.

 What We Do
We provide services to all private landowners interested in restoring and enhancing our sprawling landscape through a unique partnership with landowners, conservation districts, state and local governments, and rural and urban citizens.
	NRCS provides one-on-one, personal advice on the best solutions to meet the unique conservation and business goals of those who grow our nation's food and fiber.
	NRCS helps people invest in their operations and local communities to keep working lands working, boost rural economies, increase the competitiveness of American agriculture, and improve the health of our air, water, soil, and habitat.
	NRCS generates, manages, and shares the data, technology, and standards that enable partners and policymakers to make decisions informed by objective, reliable science.
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                    Mississippi's Ranking Dates

                

                            
                                

            The Mississippi Natural Resources Conservation Service has a proud history of supporting America's farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners.


NRCS accepts applications year-round. Apply by your state's ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle. Funding is provided through a competitive process. If you apply after the program ranking date, NRCS will automatically consider your application during the next cycle.


Ranking Dates


	
	EQIP October 27, 2023

	
	
	CSP October 27, 2023

	
	
	IRA – EQIP ACT NOW October 27, 2023

	
	
	IRA – CSP ACT NOW October 27, 2023

	
	
	ACEP-WRE Oct 27,2023

	
	
	ACEP-ALE Oct 27, 2023

	
	
	RCPP (Upper Pearl) landowner applications Oct 27,2023

	

For more information regarding Ranking Dates, please read MS Latest News Releases.
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            Mississippi Annual Report FY 23
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        Apply Today with NRCS Mississippi!

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Apply Today with NRCS Mississippi!

                

                            
                                

            Welcome to My NRCS Career!


Apply Today!
www.usajobs.gov


Whether you are an established NRCS employee looking for career path information or you are browsing potential careers with NRCS for the first time, this website will provide the information you are seeking. You can:


	Learn about life at NRCS Federal employment, or current job openings with NRCS
	Plan your career using career maps and career guide information for NRCS occupations.
	Learn about our current employment programs for students and recent graduates.
	
	

  
  

            


      




 


Student and Recent Graduate Programs


Welcome to the NRCS Students and Recent Graduates information center! This is your one-stop site for information about student and recent graduate opportunities at NRCS. We offer internships for high school students and degree-seeking undergraduate and graduate students studying agricultural and natural resources-related fields such as plant pathology, agronomy, range science, soil science, forestry, ecology, botany, biology, civil and agricultural engineering. We also offer programs for recent graduates from qualifying institutions. Please find information regarding your eligibility below.


Pathways Programs


The Pathways Programs offer clear paths to opportunities with NRCS for students from high school through post-graduate school. The Pathways Programs consist of the Internship Program, the Recent Graduates Program, and the Presidential Management Fellows (PMF) Program. 


Internship Program  


This program is targeted at current students and individuals accepted for enrollment in a qualifying educational program. This program provides students enrolled in a variety of educational institutions, with paid opportunities to work in agencies and explore Federal careers while still in school.


Recent Graduate Program 


The Recent Graduate program targets individuals who have recently graduated from qualifying educational institutions or programs. Eligible applicants must have applied within two years of degree or certificate completion. Successful applicants will be placed in a dynamic, one-year career development program.


Presidential Management Fellows Program    


The PMF program is the Federal Government's premier leadership development program for advanced degree candidates. This program is aligned with academic calendars, allowing those who have received a qualifying advanced degree within the preceding two years to participate. The PMF experience is the most robust and substantive option available to student participants.


Higher Education Partnerships


USDA works to establish opportunities that ensure equitable participation in USDA programs, services, and resources for rural, tribal, and historically underserved students. These partnerships support capacity building initiatives that bolster education and career opportunities for students and faculty and help develop a strong pipeline of talent for USDA.


1890 Land-Grant Institutions National Program


The 1890 National Scholars Program is available to high school seniors entering their freshman year of college, and college sophomores. The program provides full tuition, fees, books, and room and board to students at 1890 Land-Grant Universities pursuing degrees in agriculture, food, natural resource sciences, or related academic disciplines. When the student has completed the academic and summer work requirements of the scholarship, USDA may convert the student to a permanent employee without further competition.


1994 Tribal Scholars Program


The USDA 1994 Tribal Scholars Program seeks to increase the number of American Indian and Alaska Native students studying agriculture, food, natural resource sciences, and related disciplines. The program provides full tuition, fees, books, and room and board to students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in agriculture, food science, natural resource science, or a related academic discipline at one of 35 federally recognized tribal colleges and universities. When the student has completed the program, USDA may convert the student to a permanent employee without further competition.
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                    Follow us on Twitter and YouTube!

                

                            
                                  
                      Visit NRCS Mississippi at YouTube.com


                  

                                

            Like, Comment, and Subscribe!! 
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                    Program Availability and Accessibility to Persons with Disabilities

                

                            
                                

            The Accessibility Statement


The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service is committed to making its information accessible to all of its customers and employees. If you are experiencing accessibility issues and need assistance, please call the USDA Service Desk at 1-800-457-3642.  For assistance with publications that include maps, graphs, or similar forms of information, you may also wish to contact your state or local office. 


	USDA Accessibility Statement
	DR 4300-008, USDA Reasonable Accommodation and Personal Assistance Service Directive

Reasonable Accommodations and Personal Assistance Services


USDA is committed to an inclusive workplace environment where individuals with disabilities can quickly and easily request and obtain reasonable accommodation and personal assistance services.


This website complements Departmental Regulation, 4300-008, Reasonable Accommodation and Personal Assistance Services. It highlights statutory and policy guidance, processes, and procedures to utilize for providing reasonable accommodations to qualified employees and applicants with disabilities and personal assistance services to qualified employees with targeted disabilities.


	Request for Reasonable Accommodations Fillable Form
	FPAC-PM 4300-001, Reasonable Accommodation Procedures

The USDA TARGET Center


The USDA TARGET Center can convert USDA information and documents into alternative formats, including Braille, large print, video description, diskette, and audiotape. For more information, visit the TARGET Center's web site or call (202) 720-2600 (Voice/TTY).


Non-Discrimination Statement


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.


	File an EEO Complaint Electronically
	USDA Section 508 Accessibility



      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






          

  
  


    


  
        
            

            
  
Mississippi State Office


  	
        
          
        

        
          

            601-863-3947

      
        

      
	
        
          
            
          
        

        
          

            100 W Capitol St Ste 1321

Jackson, MS 39269-1602


      
        

      


  
    State Office Page
  





      
        

                            
            
              
  
    
      
  
  Find Your Local Service Center

  
    USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to ﬁnd your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit offices.usda.gov.
  

  
      Select your state
          

  


  - Please select -
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District Of Columbia
Federated States of Micronesia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Palau
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



  




        
  
  


      Select your county
          

  


  - Please select -
Adams
Alcorn
Amite
Attala
Benton
Bolivar
Calhoun
Carroll
Chickasaw
Choctaw
Claiborne
Clarke
Clay
Coahoma
Copiah
Covington
De Soto
Forrest
Franklin
George
Greene
Grenada
Hancock
Harrison
Hinds
Holmes
Humphreys
Issaquena
Itawamba
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Jefferson Davis
Jones
Kemper
Lafayette
Lamar
Lauderdale
Lawrence
Leake
Lee
Leflore
Lincoln
Lowndes
Madison
Marion
Marshall
Monroe
Montgomery
Neshoba
Newton
Noxubee
Oktibbeha
Panola
Pearl River
Perry
Pike
Pontotoc
Prentiss
Quitman
Rankin
Scott
Sharkey
Simpson
Smith
Stone
Sunflower
Tallahatchie
Tate
Tippah
Tishomingo
Tunica
Union
Walthall
Warren
Washington
Wayne
Webster
Wilkinson
Winston
Yalobusha
Yazoo



  




        
  
  




  






  






  













  


            

          

                




  
        

      
              

        Popular Conservation Topics


    
      

  
    
        
        MS NRCS Employee Links!

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    MS NRCS Employee Links!

                

                            
                                

            NRCS Employee Web Resources


	AgLearn
	Cart
	Concur Travel System
	ConnectHR
	Conservation Desktop
	eDirectives System
	eForms
	Employee Personal Page 
	EmpowHR
	Exhibits & Displays
	FA Tracker
	FMI document management system
	FOTG - Field Office Technical Guide   
	FSA Compliance Review System
	My FPAC website
	National Planning Procedures Handbook
	National Handbook of Conservation Practices
	National Publications & Distribution Center (previously LANDCARE)
	NEST (Easements Staging Tool)
	NFC - National Finance Center
	ProTracts
	PRS – Performance and Results Measurement System
	Receipt for Service
	Resource Stewardship (RSET)
	Science & Technology Training Library   
	SCIMS  
	Soil Resources
	Thrift Savings Plan
	Vehicle Management Tool
	WebTA
	Mississippi SharePoint
	Flickr

Employment


	USAJobs
	Insurance and FEHB          
	Retirement Information         
	Office of Personnel Management (OPM)  



      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        NRCS Mississippi Newsroom

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    NRCS Mississippi Newsroom

                

                            
                                  
                      The latest news releases, newsletters, success stories, publications/fact sheets, and all other media-related content


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Mississippi Soils, Engineering, & Technical Resources

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Mississippi Soils, Engineering, & Technical Resources

                

                            
                                  
                      Soils, Engineering, Ecological Sciences & other technical resources


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Earth Team Volunteers. Volunteer Today!

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Earth Team Volunteers. Volunteer Today!

                

                            
                                  
                      Since 1985, Earth Team volunteers have provided a valued source of talent to NRCS. These dedicated volunteers work with conservation professionals on private lands to improve soil quality, conserve water, improve air quality and enhance wildlife habitat. 


                  

                                

            Click here to learn more about Mississippi Earth Team. 


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Subscribe to Mississippi NRCS News

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Subscribe to Mississippi NRCS News

                

                            
                                

            To sign up for updates or to access your subscriber preferences click here: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDAFARMERS_3156


      
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






          

  

        
              

      
        
          
            State Programs and Initiatives

            

            This is the intro for the State Programs and Initiatives, it can have whatever you want in here to introduce all of the State versions of national programs with their deadlines and such.

      
          

          
            
              
          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program-MS


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Conservation Stewardship Program- MS


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Environmental Quality Incentives Program- MS


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Healthy Forests Reserve Program- MS


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
High Tunnel Initiative


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          





      
        
Regional Conservation Partnership Program- MS


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          





      
        
Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP)- MS


              

    

  


              

      


  

  




          

        

      

    
        


    
      
            





        State Payment Schedule

        NRCS provides financial assistance for selected conservation practices. The availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between states.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            





        Civil Rights Committee

        The National Civil Rights Advisory Committee to the Chief (NCRACC) is designed to provide management officials and employees with counsel and advice to enhance and ensure compliance with their equal employment opportunity and program delivery responsibilities.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            





        State Technical Committee

        State Technical Committees serve in an advisory capacity to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the implementation of the natural resources conservation provisions of Farm Bill legislation.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


        
                
  
  
    
      
                How to Get Assistance


            
        Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?


Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.


                      
          Print this information
        

                





    

    
      
      
  
    
        Step 1: Make a Plan

    
  

  
    

            To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your vision for your land.


NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial assistance is right for you.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 2: Start an Application

    
  

  
    

            We’ll walk you through the application process. To get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you:


	To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
	To meet other eligibility certifications.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.


Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 3: Check your eligibility

    
  

  
    

            As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:
	An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
	A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
	A farm number.

If you don’t have a farm number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You only need a farm number if you’re interested in financial assistance.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 4: Rank your application

    
  

  
    

            NRCS will take a look at the applications and rank them according to local resource concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will provide and the needs of applicants. View Application Ranking Dates by State.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 5: Implement your plan

    
  

  
    

            If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done.


Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.


      
  




  


    

  







    
    
              

      
        Related News and Events

        
          

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
USDA Launches New Bobwhite Conservation Pilot and Announces General Conservation Reserve Program Signup  


        
          

            March 02, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
Biden-Harris Administration Makes Record Investment in Private Lands Conservation As Part of  Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            February 13, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            





        News

      

      
        
NRCS Celebrates National Engineers Week, Feb. 18-24


        
          

            February 13, 2024


      
        

      

    

  




  
  




        	
          View More News
      
	
          View More Events
      


      

    
  




  



  

  
    
      
        
          
            AskUSDA

          

          
            
              
                One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA
              

              
                 Ask.USDA.gov
              

              
                 1-833-ONE-USDA
              

              
                 askusda@usda.gov
              

            

          

          
            Ask a question
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      Natural Resources Conservation Service

    
    U.S. Department of Agriculture
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          Information Quality
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          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Accessibility Statement
        
	
          Non-Discrimination Statement
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Related Sites
            	
          USDA.gov
        
	
          AskUSDA
        
	
          Office of the Inspector General
        
	
          USA.gov
        
	
          WhiteHouse.gov
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Resources
            	
          OneFPAC - Employee Links
        
	
          eDirectives
        
	
          Glossary
        
	
          USDA CARES Partner Portal
        
	
          No Fear Act Data
        
	
          Open Government
        
	
          Plain Writing
        
	
          Report Fraud on USDA Contract
        
	
          Sitemap
        


          
        

          
                            
              
                Subscribe to our Newsletter
                	
                                        Stay updated on the latest news and stories from NRCS and other USDA topics.
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