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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
USDA Announces Major Increase in the Nation’s Wetlands Acreage 

 
More than 2.3 million acres currently enrolled in Wetlands Reserve Program 

 
WASHINGTON, October 29, 2010—Agriculuture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today the 
nation’s farmers, ranchers and Indian Tribes enrolled over 272,000 acres in the Wetlands Reserve 
Program (WRP) in 2010. The 2010 enrollment is the highest single year enrollment in program’s 
history and is a 52 percent increase over 2009 when 179,000 acres were enrolled.  In total there are 
now more than 2.3 million acres enrolled in WRP nationwide. 
 
“WRP and other ecological restoration programs administered by USDA are proving very effective,” 
said Vilsack. “With the help of conservation-minded landowners nationwide, we are greatly 
increasing nature’s ability to absorb the stresses of climate change and improve the environment for 
all Americans.”    
 
Wetlands are essential to a healthy environment.  They provide habitat for fish and wildlife, including 
threatened and endangered species; improve water quality by filtering sediments and chemicals; reduce 
flooding; recharge groundwater; protect biological diversity; help reduce impact of natural disasters; and 
provide opportunities for educational, scientific, and recreational activities.  
 
WRP is a voluntary program that provides technical and financial assistance to private landowners and 
Indian Tribes to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands that had been degraded or converted for 
agricultural uses. 

 
“This is an exceptional response to a proven conservation program-- an increase like this is historic,” 
said Vilsack.  “It clearly shows landowners and conservation partners are increasing their 
commitment to restoring and protecting the nation’s wetland resources.” 
 
Through WRP, marginal farm or ranchland is restored to its natural state.  Potential flood damage to 
farms and ranches is reduced and vital wetland ecosystems can be restored and protected.  WRP is 
administered by USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  
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NRCS offers WRP enrollment to private landowners and Indian Tribes on a continuous sign-up basis.  
The agency provides financial and technical assistance to eligible landowners and invests in wetland 
protection and restoration activities.  In fiscal year 2010, NRCS restored 129,000 acres of wetlands 
on lands enrolled in WRP. 
  
For more information, landowners can contact their local NRCS Service Center or visit 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/. 
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