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Mississippi Historic Figure Remembered as Father of Agriculture 
 
By Justin Fritscher 
NRCS Mississippi Public Affairs 
justin.fritscher@ms.usda.gov 
 
North Carrollton, Miss. — On a hot, summer Mississippi day, two dozen teachers toured the 
Antebellum homestead of J.Z. George, who ascended the political ropes to U.S. senator in the 
1800s from a childhood working the fields of his family’s farm. 
 
George, one of the state’s 19th Century political luminaries, had a big impact on agriculture as 
we know it today, and the conservation agencies who organized the workshop wanted the 
teachers to learn about him. 
 
He encouraged the President to include the Department of Agriculture as part of the Cabinet, a 
move that allowed farmers interests to be directly relayed to the ears of the President. This 
move put the Department of Agriculture on the same level as the Department of Commerce, 
among other departments. 
 
George, a lawyer by trade, also introduced legislation to form agricultural college experiment 
station and never forgot his agricultural roots. Historians have remembered him as “the Great 
Commoner” because of his efforts to help rural America. Today, his home in Carroll County, 
called Cotesworth, is still an active farm as well as a hub for history buffs wanting to experience 
a slice of  19th Century history. 
 
The workshop’s organizer, Ann DeLoach, chose Cotesworth as a destination for teachers 
because they wanted to see how the home’s history could be incorporated into lesson plans 
and field trips.  
 
“We are fortunate to have this historic site in our state, especially one with such agricultural 
significance,” said Jeannine May, public affairs specialist with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). May has helped with many teacher workshops throughout the 
years and said Cotesworth is an asset to the teachers in northwest Mississippi. 
 
This workshop was one of six to be organized by the Northwest Mississippi Resource 
Conservation Development Council and funded by the Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality. Similar workshops were held elsewhere around the state to provide 
teachers with knowledge of the environment and conservation of natural resources. 
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“Environmental education is imperative in today’s society,” May said. “Many children thinks 
food comes from a grocery store. It is important we teach them about farming and conserving 
our precious resources.” 
 
George leased Cotesworth in 1847 , which then served as an inn for folks travelling by 
stagecoach. He later purchased it in 1860. Over the years, he remodeled the house into a Greek 
Revival mansion, which filled up with his nine children. Because the house had such bustle, he 
built a separate library, the only plantation in Mississippi to have a building to serve this 
purpose. 
 
This library provided George with much needed private space. Before being elected U.S. 
Senator, George served as chief justice on the Mississippi Supreme Court. George authored 
Mississippi’s Constitution, and the desk where he wrote the document still sits in the parlor at 
Cotesworth. 
 
Besides serving as a statesman, George fought in the Mexican American War and the Civil War. 
He was captured twice during the Civil War. Following the war, he helped lead Mississippi 
through Reconstruction. 
 
Since his death in 1897, the home has stayed in his family. Descendents lived in the home until 
recently, and now the home is being converted into a historic site managed by the Cotesworth 
Culture and Heritage Center. For more information on Cotesworth, visit 
www.cotesworthcenter.org.  
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(Above) Teachers from northern Mississippi tour Cotesworth, the Antebellum home of J.Z. George, while 
participating in an environmental education workshop. 
 

               
 
(Above Left) Teachers tour the library at Cotesworth, which is a stand-alone building near the plantation, 
and the only free-standing building at a plantation in Mississippi to serve this purpose. 
 
(Above Right) Teachers watch a local artisan make straw baskets by hand. 
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