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From the Battlefield to the Classroom and Farm
by Deborah Logan, Public Affairs Staff

While serving his country in Iraq, Jesse Cornelius dreamed of the land he would one
day own in Lee County, Mississippi. He had already gotten his college degree and
become an agriculture teacher at the local high school, but...he also wanted to farm.
“l grew up on a farm in Tippah
County and | always wanted to
have my own place. God blessed
us and we were able to purchase
this property,” he said. Today he
raises goats on 30 acres of land.

Cornelius looked to NRCS for
assistance and since he has less
than 100 acres, he qualified for
the EQIP Small Farmer Initiative.
Working with the local district
conservationist, Dan Bagley, a
contract was developed with 90 percent cost share. To date, approximately 2000
feet of fencing and two watering facilities have been installed. His herd consists of
42 brood does (mama goats), 3 bucks (males for breeding) and about a dozen
“show goats”. The females usually produce twin offspring each year and these are

sold for meat or occasionally to another goat producer for breeding stock.

“We talk a lot about soil conservation, those types
of things, in our class and that’s something we’ve
tried to incorporate here into the farm, taking care
of the land, because it’s what’s going to take care of
us,” said Cornelius.
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