
NRCS CHIEF VISITS

PORT GIBSON SMALL SCALE FARMER INITIATIVE

Homer Wilkes, Mississippi State Conservationist for USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),  welcomed Arlen Lancaster, Chief, NRCS, to Mississippi on April 5, 2007, to tour the farm of Brybena Wyatt and view the Port Gibson native’s small scale farm conservation initiatives.  The tour began at 9:30 a.m., and took place on Wyatt’s farm 2 miles south of Port Gibson on Highway 61 South.

“We are honored to have Chief Lancaster visit our state to help raise awareness of the importance of Small Farm Initiatives and other NRCS programs available to landowners,” said Wilkes.  “The Small Scale/Limited Resource Farmer Initiative in Mississippi is important to our agency and is designed to assist landowners like Mrs. Wyatt in improving land and conserving resources.  

Congressman Bennie Thompson also participated in the activities of the day and said “"I'm happy to be a part of this way of life. We want to preserve it. That's why I keep encouraging programs like this and participation it is so important."   

Alcorn State University Extension Service was a partner in the event that  highlighted research initiatives such as hybrid sweet corn, switchgrass planted to control erosion, and the benefits of no-till over conventional tillage.  

Wyatt, a vegetable, timber and beef cattle farmer, has farmed her whole life.  She is now 88 years old and farms in partnership with her son and participates in the decision-making process.  She still enjoys getting her hands dirty working with her vegetables and cows.  

Mississippi has approximately 37,500 small farms that have an annual gross farm revenue of $50,000 or less.  NRCS, Alcorn State University, and other organizations are working with small scale farmers to help them improve their land, achieve profitability in their current operations, and pursue new alternative agricultural enterprises.  


